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Foreword

From November 30 to December 7, 1970, The Holy Way mission held a Bible Camp in Nongkojajar, East Java, Indonesia, with the title, "The Living Word." This was based on Hebrews 4:12;

The word of God is alive and powerful, and sharper than a two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."

In the Bible Camp, the living Word of God operated in an unusual manner, speaking to us continually during the seven days of the Camp with prophecy, teaching, visions, testimonies, singing and praying in the Spirit. The Lord Himself led the meetings using everyone who was yielded to Him.
Before the Bible Camp began, the Lord told us not to make any schedule or plan and not to act on past experience. He provided a new atmosphere and new teaching such as we had never before experienced. Much of what The Holy Way mission has learned and taught over the years since was first heard in this Camp. Our experience in those few days has been formative for our lives, our thought, and our objectives.
During the Camp, the Lord dealt with everything that could interfere with His working freely in our lives. His word cut deeply to eliminate sin, to break our egos, to get rid of all plans and thoughts that did not originate with Him.
The Lord had instructed us not to rely on past experience or understandings. In spite of this instruction, in the first two of three days, some of us brought forth teachings we had developed before hand; but, as days went on, the Lord insisted on teaching us new things and forbade us to say things we thought we knew. Ultimately, He led us into a new and devastating experience of His presence. This transformed our lives and our ministries.
All the proceedings of the Camp were recorded and the following is a translation (somewhat abridged) of these recordings.
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Chapter 1

The Word of the Lord Discerning the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart
The first night the committee had planned to begin with introductions and welcoming of guests; but the Lord had another plan. He began immediately laying out what He intended to do in the Camp.
For the first three days, we experienced the power of the living Word dealing with the heart of each camper, cleansing and uniting. He said that He was going to reveal His secrets to us if we would allow Him to straighten out our lives and form us into a united fellowship.
 
Prophecy
I do not look at your external appearance, but I look at your heart. Humble yourselves and come to Me. I have brought you together on this mountain so that you can understand My ways. I will teach you by My Spirit. You must not seek the praise of men, but come humbly before Me.
I want to teach you to overcome in the power of My Word, for My Word has the power to bring victory in your personal life, making you more than conquerors. I will show you the way to persevere to the end and enter My Kingdom.
I will give you a sword to defeat all your enemies.
I will show you how My word is working in these last days, preparing the way before Me, for I am coming soon. I have called you together on this mountain in preparation for end-time ministry.
Do not proceed according to your own ideas or past experiences or church background, for I wish to show you new ways which will enable you to overcome all difficulties and trials.
I will teach you, revealing My secrets to you, preparing you to go forth into battle. You cannot be victorious through your own strength. Only those who walk in My Spirit can enter into My promises. Many in these last days will fall and deny Me and sell My Name for their own gain. But you must not do likewise.
I want you to enter into everlasting life. I have chosen you and ordained you by My Spirit that you may reveal My truth.
In these days, I am preparing and ordaining you for My end-time ministry.
Prepare your hearts to receive My teaching. Straighten out your personal lives and your relationships with each other. Sanctify yourselves before Me that I may reveal Myself to you.
 
Teaching: The Word for the Last Days
The Lord has been speaking to the committee for a few days (before this Camp began), telling us not to proceed according to our own natural thinking. The Lord wants to do something new. So we approach this Camp knowing nothing and leaning solely upon the guidance of the Spirit moment by moment.
If you have come hoping to hear clever preaching, you will be disappointed. But if you come to seek the Lord together, the Lord will surely reveal marvellous things.
The Lord is forming a Body for these last days. We are only a few people, but this is God's plan. Centuries ago, Jesus came on earth and gathered twelve men. These men entered into a deep fellowship with Him. The Lord prepared them through this close daily association. The Lord does not always work with many people, but He works deeply.
In these last days, the Lord wants to reveal new things to His people. The Word of God is living. He did not only speak in past centuries, but He continues to speak.
We approach harvest time and the Lord wants to use us in the preparation and ingathering of His harvest.
The work of harvesting is not the same as sowing. There is a time to sow and a time to reap. We live in critical times in which the Lord is preparing us for His second coming.
As grain must be ripened before it is harvested, so also we must be matured spiritually. It is not enough to be born again. It is not enough for the seed of the Word to be sown only. The Word must work in our hearts to bring us to maturity.
We are coming to the time of harvest in which the people of God will be gathered together, broken, ground fine, and made into fine flour that can be used for bread.
Other generations did not understand these things, because it was not yet harvest time; but God wants us to understand. He wants to reveal His end-time secrets to us by His Spirit. For this reason, we must hear His voice clearly these days. I hope you will be patient to hear His voice.
I believe that, as we gather here, the Lord will reveal new things to us. He will perfect some things in our hearts. This is not theory to be noted in a notebook, but a living reality to be written in all of our hearts.
 
Prophecy
Walk in My holiness and righteousness. Empty your minds of all idle thoughts, for your thoughts are not My thoughts and your will is not My will. Look, I stand before the door of your heart and knock. Open your hearts to Me. Do not receive My Word with your own thoughts. Surrender your thoughts to Me, that all the principalities and powers may have no influence over you.
I give you powerful spiritual weapons, the gifts of My Spirit, that you will no longer minister with your own strength and ability, but in the power of My Spirit. You will not speak with your own words, but with My words which I give you.
I give you My power to enter into battle against your enemies, that the principalities and powers of darkness, the power of sin, and the power of death may be destroyed. I give you My weapons so that you can be victorious in the battle of these last days, conquering the world and establishing My Kingdom.
But My weapons can be misused. You can use them to fight with each other, to criticize and slander. In this case your words will have great power to hurt. Be careful, therefore, and walk always in My Spirit. Avoid idle talk; speak only what I give you. Let My word come out of your mouths to comfort, strengthen, and edify your brethren.
Remember that the spiritual weapons I give you, have to be used according to My will.
If you wish to inflate yourselves, you surely can; and many people will be pleased with you and follow you. Maybe you will think you are somebody big. But I look for humble ones who do not seek their own advantage, do not want to inflate themselves. I look for those who will decrease that Jesus may increase.
If you humble yourselves and exalt the Lord, many people will not be pleased with you and many will criticize you.
You have become My soldiers and I have given My weapons to you. Use My weapons according to My will, humbling yourselves and exalting Jesus.
 
Prophecy
I will use you as reapers in My harvest field which is already yellow. Clever, highly educated people often exalt themselves and feel themselves capable. They follow their own thoughts and make rules. But I gather you here to receive My teaching concerning My harvest which is ripening.
I want to teach you to gather and worship Me, and to deliver My Word.
You still try to follow the patterns and regulations of men. Almost all of My Church is bound by regulations and traditions of men and has departed from My word. This is why I have gathered you here to learn: I wish to use you to change the traditions of men.
I have chosen you to be My warriors, but some of you still do not wear My clothing and My weapons. Some have My weapons, but not My clothing; some have My clothing, but not My weapons. Unless you have My clothing and My weapons, you cannot truly abide in Me.
Yield your hearts and your thoughts to Me. Walk in My Spirit. To the naked, I will give clothing, the garments of holiness. To those who lack weapons, I will provide the gifts of My Spirit. Turn away from the idle things of this world and the wisdom of this world. Turn to Me to receive My provision.
Walk in My Spirit. Do not pay too much attention to your conscience or the voice of your own heart. The heart is a deceiver. Surrender your heart. Yield your thoughts to Me. I will change them all. I will clothe you and give you My whole armor.



Chapter 2
A New Song

The second day, the Lord began to speak about worship in the Spirit, and about the holiness and purity of heart that He demands of those who wish to worship and walk in His Spirit.
 
Prophecy
One of the weapons I give you is a trumpet. Know you that trumpets can tear down strongholds.
Trumpets – spiritual songs and psalms – are your provision for battle. I want you to sing psalms. Psalms are not songs that you compose yourself, or that you find in a song book, but a cry of the spirit full of hope.
Remember that the wall of Jericho fell at the obedience of the trumpeters. Are there walls in your lives? In your cities? In your churches? Are there things which still bind your hearts, minds, and lives or that separate you from other people? Are you unable to fulfil your noblest desires? You cannot set yourselves free. Sing psalms, cry out with your spirit. You will be set free from the war within you.
Remember David who cried out from the depths of his soul, and all his sins were forgiven and all his suffering was overcome by My power.
You do not yet use this provision for your warfare, because you do not yet understand. I will use another of My children to explain this to you.
 
Teaching: Psalms
In Ephesians 5:19, we are given the following instructions for worship in the Spirit: "Speaking to each other in psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord." 
Why does it say, "Speaking to each other with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs?" and what is the meaning of psalms and spiritual songs?
These are not ordinary songs and hymns such as are found in hymn books. This is singing in the Spirit with words and melody given by the Holy Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 14:15, Paul says, "I will sing with my mind, and I will sing in the Spirit." So there are ordinary songs that come from the mind of men, but there are also psalms and singing in the Spirit. If we are full of the Holy Spirit, a new song comes out of our heart.
Obviously these psalms and spiritual songs are recommended for all Christian worship. In Ephesians 5:19, Paul recommends "speaking to each other in psalms ..." In 1 Corinthians 14:26, he says, "When you gather, let each one of you have a psalm ..." Psalms and spiritual songs are emphasized for New Testament gatherings.
For this reason, we need to understand what psalms are. If we examine the Psalms of David, we find the atmosphere one of praise. In times of joy, David praises the Lord; in times of trouble, David still praises the Lord.
But more than this, the psalms contain deep secrets which are revealed by the Holy Spirit. Paul says that one who prays in a tongue speaks mysteries in the Spirit. Psalms also, as songs of the Spirit, contain mysteries that are revealed by the Spirit.
As Jesus hung on the Cross, He cried out in the words of Psalm 22. As we read this psalm, we see that it relates in detail Christ's suffering on the Cross. In Psalm 23, we read about our Good Shepherd and our life in Him. In Psalm 24, we read about the "everlasting doors" which must open so that the "King of glory" may come in. We know that the King of glory is the Lord Jesus and the everlasting doors can be no other than the gates of heaven. Thus these verses are clearly a picture of Jesus' Ascension.
These psalms speak clearly of Jesus and His Kingdom. But we know that the psalms were written over 1000 years before Jesus was born. How did David know these things? Because David received the anointing of the Holy Spirit. When Samuel anointed him king, he received wisdom from God's Spirit. The mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven were revealed in the writings of King David by the Holy Spirit.
The Lord still wants to reveal the mysteries of His Kingdom to us. Jesus spoke continually of the Kingdom of heaven; but He could not finish revealing all its secrets. He said He still had many things to reveal to His followers, but they could not yet receive them. Jesus said, when the Holy Spirit came, He would "lead us into all truth." So it is the Holy Spirit who still continues to reveal God's mysteries.
In his letters, Paul often says there is a mystery which was not formerly revealed, but now is revealed by the Holy Spirit; for instance: Christ in you, the hope of glory (Colossians 1 :27); or the mystery of God's grace revealed in His Church (Ephesians 3:1-10). These mysteries were revealed by the Holy Spirit in the first century after Pentecost. In the first century the Holy Spirit revealed Himself in establishing His Church and setting it in order.
In these last days, the Lord wants to reveal new secrets by His Spirit. Jesus does not change, and the Spirit does not change; but His works and the work of His followers in planting season and harvest time are not the same. Soon the Lord is coming again. His harvest will be gathered into His barns. This is our task who live near the end of this dispensation. To prepare us for this task the Lord wishes to reveal new mysteries to us.
One way in which the Lord will reveal His mysteries to us is in psalms.
Psalms do not only reveal the mysteries of the Kingdom, but also the secrets of the human heart. Let us look at Psalm 137. This was written when Israel was in Babylonian captivity to lament their fate. In verses 8 and 9, the Psalmist says, "0 daughter of Babylon, you devastator! Happy will he be who requites you with what you have done to us! Happy shall he be who takes your little ones and dashes them against the rock!" We might think, "How bitter these words are, hardly fit to be spoken by a child of God!" But these words reveal very frankly the hidden feelings of people in captivity in a foreign land. The light of God illuminates a heart that is full of bitterness and discouragement.
Psalm 51 reveals David's sin in having Bathsheba's husband killed and taking her as his wife. King David did not try to cover up his sin or to keep face before his people. His sin and his repentance are wide open to be read by all men even to this day. He humbled himself before God and man. Because of his humility, the Lord forgave him, blessed him, and established His Kingdom through David's line. He also provided for all ages an example of true repentance.
It is difficult for us to confess frankly what is in our hearts, especially our sins. We say, "Oh, I already confessed it to God, and He knows all about it." But we don't want to be honest with men. We want others to think we are better than we really are. We don't want them to know about the anger, jealousy, and lust that is hidden in our hearts. We defend ourselves before men, hoping they won't see what is in us.
But, if the Holy Spirit works in our hearts and in our fellowship, the secrets of our hearts are revealed. If we want to become children of light, the secrets have to be uncovered. One way to bring out the hidden feelings of our hearts is in psalms. Sometimes we will open our hearts in psalms whose words we understand. Sometimes, in intercession, we can sing in the Spirit and express things we do not understand. In Romans 8:26, Paul says that we do not know how we should pray, but as we pray in the Spirit, the Spirit prays with "groanings too deep for [our] words." The Spirit will work in our hearts as we sing psalms in the Spirit.
I believe, if we understand this, we will often experience psalms as we worship in the Spirit. The secrets of our hearts will be opened up and straightened out before the Lord. But we also need hearts that are open before men, that our fellowship may be perfected. If we store up bad feelings in our hearts towards someone, we can pretend to be friendly, but we really do not have a good relationship with that person. There is no real understanding.
In our meetings, we have begun to experience singing in the Spirit, but I believe we have not yet fully experienced what is meant by "psalms and spiritual songs." If we continue to yield to the Spirit's guidance, He will reveal His mysteries to us and our hearts will be open before the Lord and before one another. We will be one in Christ's love, one Body, one spirit, one soul. The Lord will straighten out everything in our lives and in our fellowship and He will bring us new teaching for this new age. 
 
Prophecy
I want you always to be of one heart. Understand the love I have shown you in giving My Body to be broken. I want you to be one in Me, in My love, and in My Spirit. Then you will see My glory, and I will build My Kingdom in your midst. The world will know Me in you. If you are one in Me, you will subject yourselves one to another and walking humility before Me, as I have given you example. I emptied Myself and became a man as you are, that you might walk in newness of life according to My example. 
Do not compare yourselves to one another or regard yourselves more highly than others. Compare yourselves with me, that I may bring you to perfection. It is My intention in these last days to bring all My children together as one. I will establish My Kingdom among you and will equip you with My weapons. Understand My will and walk in it.
After this, we partook of the Holy Communion together.


Chapter 3 

Laying a Foundation for the Church in the Last Days

On the third day, the Lord spoke to us about the foundation of the end time Church. Along with this teaching, He continued to insist on personal holiness and surrender.
 
Teaching: The Continuation of the Reformation
In the first century, the Holy Spirit showed His way of forming and ordering His churches. These first assemblies are our examples for New Testament practice and order. Our churches should rightly be modelled after the churches in Jerusalem and Antioch. The order or worship in 1 Corinthians 11 through 14 should become the model for our gatherings.
The Lord's method of training His twelve disciples is our model for preparing ministries. The first example in each case becomes the basic pattern and we should not depart from this Biblical teaching.
But we have to admit that people find it difficult to continue in the freedom of the Spirit. In church history, we see that each new church or fellowship tries to begin with guidance of the Spirit, but as time goes on, they become increasingly organized and governed by the patterns of secular society.
In the first century, the Holy Spirit Himself set His Church in order. The Spirit spoke in their gatherings with all the gifts of the Spirit. The government of the Church was in the hands of ministers appointed and anointed of the Spirit – apostles, prophets, teachers, and the like. There were not yet denominations and human organizations. The Body of Christ had many members, each with its own function, working together under the direct guidance of the Spirit.
Fairly early in church history, these manifold ministries began to be combined in centralized organizations with single individuals in leadership positions. Apostles and prophets began to be de-emphasized and bishops and priests came to the fore in an administrative pattern. Quite soon, instead of plural elders, there came to be just one bishop per city and one priest per congregation. By the third century, the Montanists were regarded as heretical, in part because they still held onto the gifts of the Spirit and sanctified Christian living. In 325 A.D., the Council of Nicaea solidified official doctrine. Those who didn't follow it were tracked down, beaten up, and killed. The guidance of the Spirit was replaced by the authority of organization and official doctrine.
In the fifth and sixth centuries, many barbarian hordes conquered Rome and commanded all their subjects to become Christian, with the result that many people came into the Church without being converted. As I time went on, the Church became more and more political. Christians lived less by grace and more under law.
Throughout the Middle-Ages, there were marvellous outbursts of faith and pockets of marvellous spiritual life; but there was also considerable superstition and ignorance of the true faith. Because of the great variety and degrees of faithfulness to the Lord, the Middle-Ages are sometimes called "the Age of Faith" but sometimes "the Dark Ages." In spite of widespread disbelief and superstition, there was much private devotion, many great heroes of the faith, and frequent movements which endeavoured to restore the original vision. Many of these efforts concentrated on one particular aspect of the faith. Few saw the richness of the New Testament pattern for ministry.
To this day, there have been radical departures from the faith and, concurrently with these, notable efforts to restore what had been lost.
In the sixteenth century, Martin Luther reintroduced the concept of Justification by faith. John Calvin emphasized the sovereignty of God, teaching that God controls everything in our lives.
The "enlightenment" of the eighteenth century combined opposition to all supernatural religion and belief in the all-sufficiency of human reason with a profound optimism in the progress and perfectibility of human society. The effects of this are still painfully evident in church as well as secular society.
Also in the eighteenth century in England, John Wesley and his followers began to experience and teach entire sanctification. They believed that Christians could be sanctified and live in perfect holiness before the Lord (Hebrews 7:25). They also had a powerful evangelistic thrust. They attempted to restore the concept of the whole Church as the Body of Christ.
At the beginning of the twentieth century in Los Angeles and other places, Christians received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, the gifts of the Spirit, and fellowship in the freedom of the Spirit.
We need to be careful when we receive new understanding or experience not to lose the truth we already have. We still need to be justified by faith. We still need practical holiness in our daily lives. We still need the gifts of the Spirit in our meetings and in our ministries. The Pentecostal movement began among holiness groups, who then experienced the gifts and guidance of the Spirit, but, as time went on and the Pentecostal denominations became organized, they no longer believed or practiced entire sanctification, and the gifts of the Spirit were rarely in evidence. For that reason, the Holy Spirit has begun to work outside of the Pentecostal churches among Catholics and Protestants and interdenominational prayer groups.
The Lord wants us to hold on to all the truths which He has re-established in His Church. He also wants to teach us new things. The Reformation is not finished yet. One final truth that the Lord wants to re-establish in these last days is divine church order, with the ministries in agreement with Ephesians 4:11-16 and 1 Corinthians 12:28.
In Ephesians 4:8, we read that when Jesus ascended into heaven, He gave gifts to men. These gifts are enumerated in verse 11: "His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers." The Lord wants to give a function or ministry to every member of the Body of Christ. If we remember that these ministries are a gift, we will not be proud, but will work together well for the benefit of the whole Body.
Divine order with these ministries is God's plan for bringing His Church to maturity, to prepare it for His harvest and His Coming. We cannot be perfected individually, but only as we work together with all the other ministries as explained in verse 12: "... for the equipping of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the building up of the Body of Christ." Only by cooperation among all these ministries can the Lord's Church be built up and strengthened for its work in these last days. We need all these ministries and all of them must work together. If not, the Body of Christ becomes weak and ineffective.
The purpose of the ministries is explained further in verse 13: "until we all come to unity of the faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ."
Men try many ways to unify the faith of Christians, by councils of churches, world conferences, and the like. But each church still holds fast to its own rules and doctrines. Each holds one aspect of the truth and regards as heretical all who are of different opinions. For this reason, it is hard for them to learn from each other. They cannot exchange understandings and supplement one another.
At present, the Lord likes to gather people in fellowships like this in which people from different churches can get together without regard for denominations. In this atmosphere, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can exchange ideas, and supplement each other's understanding and experiences. We approach unity in the guidance and teaching of the Spirit.
We are not so concerned to establish theories about the Lord and His work as to know the Lord personally. This is the real meaning of the "knowledge of the Son of God" in verse 13.
Our experience is too narrow and our church teachings and dogmas, at best, are incomplete and limit the Lord. But, in a gathering like this, we can listen to the Lord together. Paul admits that we prophesy and know "in part," but still he recommends that we seek all spiritual gifts, especially prophecy. So let us be patient with one another. If something happens in our meeting that we recognize as imperfect, let us not be afraid or angry, and stop the manifestations of the Spirit. Instead, we can minister with humility to the person who is not yet perfect, realizing that we ourselves are not yet perfect. We can all seek the Lord together and approach His perfection together. If we have love, we can teach one another. All the ministries can work together and supplement one another. We cannot approach perfection individually, but only in cooperation with others. (If my hand is separated from my body, it cannot write letters while I go to the store. It would just become dead and useless.)
Let us study to subject ourselves one to another and work together in love. This is God's way of bringing His people to perfection in these last days.

 

Prophecy
I have a purpose in each of your lives. I want you to become My lights. Learn from Me. I will give My power to you to restore My churches which have grown cold. Learn from Me how you are to approach the churches in love and minister to them.
 
Prophecy
Know this, that nothing happens to you contrary to My will. But you try to act according to you own will. You agree with Me in word, but your actions oppose Me. I want your word and actions to become one, that you may become perfect in My Kingdom.
Your time is near. Do not run away from My face. Establish your thoughts and hearts in Me, that you may not be destroyed. You will see many of My people fall and depart from Me. But I want you to be faithful, for that is My desire for your lives.
 
Bible Reading

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes round about, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far, and your daughters shall be carried in the arms. Isaiah 60:1-4

 
Word of Wisdom
We are gathered in a Bible Camp with the title, "The Living and Powerful Word of God." I feel a burden for the Lord's churches which are sick and fractured. Why are they sick? Because they are not built on the right foundation. They are built in part on the traditions of men and not entirely on the Living Word. If we build on the foundation on the Living Word, men will recognize the Lord in His Church as they did in apostolic days.
In these last days, the Lord wants to re-establish His Church upon the right foundation, that is, the word of God, Jesus us Himself being the cornerstone.
If we wish to build the Lord's Church on the foundation of His living word which examines our hearts, let us surrender our lives into His hands. Let Him examine us, and test us to the very corners of our hearts. Many people try to examine the Bible or other word of God. But actually, it is His word that has to examine us. We should not try to adjust God's word to our thinking but our thinking should be examined and adjusted by His word. Then God's Church can be built on a right foundation.
If we let His word examine the thoughts and secrets of our hearts, our lives will become word of God. "You are a letter from Christ, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God" (2 Corinthians 3:3). It is the Word of God in us, not just the written word, that gives us a new life full of God's power.
In these last days, it will become clear who is truly worshiping God and who is not. There will be just two groups: the people of God and the people of Satan. So we need to build our lives on the living and powerful Word, letting that word examine the innermost thoughts of our hearts.
If we do not build the church on the right foundation, it will be trod under the feet of the heathen. If we build on the right foundation, our opposition will stumble and fall, and we will experience the living and powerful Church of God.
 
Teaching: The Foundation of the Church
We have just heard mention of the foundation of the Church. We know that the Lord wants to build the Church according to His own plan. The Lord's plan is very different from man's way. Men usually begin with bricks, wood, cement, and other building materials or an organizational structure. But the Lord is not pleased to be confined in temples built with men's hands (Acts 7:48) or become subject to human organizations. Our bodies are supposed to be God's temple (I Corinthians 3:16). He wants to build His Church out of living stones, which means us. In Ephesians 2:20, 21, Paul explains that God's house is built "on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit."
Jesus is the cornerstone of this structure. Everything has to be measured and adjusted to him. The other foundation stones are apostles and prophets. These stones have to be of the same quality and measurement with Jesus. Apostles and prophets have to be like Jesus, with wisdom like Jesus, love like Jesus, power like Jesus. They can be bold to say with Paul, "Follow my example as I follow the Lord Jesus."
Since apostles and prophets are the foundation stones of the Church, it is obvious that we must have apostles and prophets. (1 Corinthians 12:28): God has set in the Church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers...."

 

1. Apostles (Greek apostoloi). An apostle is one who is sent. Jesus was sent by God the Father. He said, "I did not come to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me."

An apostle is sent by God to begin a new work of God. The apostle Paul went from place to place as the Spirit led, evangelizing and establishing congregations where there were formerly no Christians.
An apostle must be anointed by the Holy Spirit and must be able to manifest all of the gifts of the Spirit – prophecy, word of wisdom, word of knowledge, discerning of spirits. He must be able to preach the Gospel and demonstrate the power of the Gospel.
The word of the Lord is powerful. If the apostle speaks the word of God, that word will perform miracles. The sick will be healed; the demon-possessed will be delivered; people will be converted and born again.
The responsibility of the apostle is to bring people to repentance, then as quickly as possible to baptism in water and baptism in the Holy Spirit. According to the examples in the New Testament, all converts were baptized the very day they were converted, or at least within a few days, usually with their whole families. Then these new converts were gathered into fellowships where they began to learn to walk in the Spirit and minister to one another in the Spirit.
Remember that Paul did not ever build a church building. He just gathered people to have fellowship together in homes, to exhort one another, and minister to each other. Since his call was as an apostle, he could not stay and become a local pastor taking charge of the congregation he had established. Perhaps at first he stood up and taught them, but as soon as possible he got them all to take part ministering to each other according to the principles given in 1 Corinthians 14:26-33.
Why did he use this method? So that they could continue without him after he left. They could still gather and study together, they could all prophesy and heal people. All became functioning members of the Body of Christ. Later on, leadership could be raised up out of the local congregation.
When we build fellowships like this, we see people grow rapidly toward spiritual maturity. Soon they begin to go out and form other similar fellowships, and the Body of Christ prospers everywhere. Furthermore, the apostle only has to stay a few months to teach and establish the congregation. Then he is free to leave them and begin in another place.
After a while the apostle can visit these congregations again to exhort them further. At that time, he appoints elders in each congregation with prayer and fasting. Then he commits the congregation to the Lord under the leadership of those elders. The apostle does not govern that congregation again except in prayer. He believes that God is able to lead them and their elders (Acts 14:21-23). In New Testament times, the eldership is always plural. The tendency to have just one man in charge as pastor or priest is a later development.
These congregations were able to stand and prosper because they were built on the right principle: the Word of the Lord, and the guidance of His Spirit.
I know that this seems radical and maybe does not fit well with church traditions; but I believe that in these last days, the Lord wants His Church re-established according to the pattern given in the New Testament.
God is calling men to be prepared as New Testament apostles. Their calling comes directly from the Lord, but should also be confirmed by at least one or two other witnesses. When Paul was converted on the road to Damascus, the Lord told him his vocation. This was confirmed by Ananias whom the Lord sent to minister to him.
Although Paul was already highly educated in theology, yet the Spirit felt it necessary to lead him out in the desert for three years to teach him directly. After this, he continued his preparation in association with prophets and teachers in the congregation in Antioch.
Finally, he was sent out from the congregation in Antioch with prayer and fasting. Members of the Body of Christ, including apostles, may not stand alone. For this reason, Paul kept his relationship with the congregation in Antioch which had sent him out. After each journey, he came back and reported, and was sent out again with prayer.
Let us pray that the Lord will call many to become His apostles. Let us pray also for congregations and fellowships where people can be prepared for this ministry.

 

Interpretation of Tongues
You are the glorious God. It is fitting that we should praise and magnify Your Name. The Most Holy Place and the Most High Place are in your presence. It is fitting that we exalt You, shout Your Name, and give you glory. O Lord, we know your presence with us now. We thank you. O Jesus, we pray You, keep renewing us according to Your pattern for Your Church and according to Your plan of dealing with us. We glorify You, Lord Jesus, we worship before You.
 
Prophecy
You are becoming My lamp stands, My candles, my light-bearers. You will become the foundation for the building of My Church. I have made you a foundation. Do not move from your place. Establish your heart where I have placed you.
I begin in you and establish My foundation. Do not try to establish foundations or to build up something of your own design. It is I Who establish the foundation and build upon it. I will complete My building upon that foundation. As you wait for the coming of the Messiah, establish your heart and abide in Me. I have chosen you and appointed you as a foundation. Put your calling into practice each in his own place.
Do not waver, for I will perfect My work in you.
 
Teaching: Foundation of the Church and the Ministries (continuation)2. Prophets. In the lists of ministries in 1 Corinthians 12:28 and Ephesians 4:11, Paul lists: "first apostles, second prophets." The apostle is a pioneer. He begins a new work. Prophets are also needed from the beginning as a foundation. Why prophets? Because prophets deliver the Lord's word directly. In 1 Corinthians 14:2, we read that prophecy speaks to men "for edification, exhortation, and comfort." New converts always encounter stiff temptations at first. They very much need edification. They need exhortations direct from the Lord. We can always hear lots of advice from men; but how much better to hear directly from the Lord, for the Lord's word "discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart." When we minister to people, especially new babes in Christ, let us not set forth our own ability. Let us not deliver a lecture from Adam to the Second Coming. The Lord knows exactly what the new convert needs for his spiritual growth. Let the Holy Spirit speak.
The Lord knows what is in men's hearts. The Lord's word in the prophet's mouth "pierces to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit." The life of the new convert has usually been bound by religious regulations, customs, and probably by evil spirits. His soul and spirit have to be set free from these things so that he can develop spiritually. The Holy Spirit in the prophet's mouth exhorts and comforts the new convert. The love of Christ builds him up and strengthens him in all his trials and difficulties.
The words of the Lord in the prophet's mouth have power to build up and make alive. We know that the world was created by the word of God. By speaking a word, Jesus can heal, drive out demons, and bring salvation. In Ezekiel 37, we read that the word of God in the mouth of His prophet Ezekiel could gather together and bring back to life bones which had been scattered and dry. If we feel that our churches need new life, perhaps we need prophets to speak the Lord's life-giving words.
When apostles have begun a work, they next need prophets to build it up. On his first journey, Paul travelled with Barnabas, another apostle. On the second journey, he took Silas, a prophet, who could deliver God's words in the young congregations to strengthen them.
Prophets are men (or women) who deliver the Word of God. This includes not only prophecy, but also words of knowledge, and discernment. All people can prophesy but the prophet continually acts as God's mouth.
There are prophets who travel around and visit churches, like Silas and Agabus. There are also prophets in the local congregation, as we read in Acts 13:1-3. When a new congregation is formed, the people are not yet accustomed to deliver prophecy and other gifts of the Spirit. But when all have been baptized in the Holy Spirit and begin to walk in the Spirit, the Lord can appoint people in the local congregation to act as prophets.
I estimate that churches which proceed according to the ways of man are not qualified for the Lord's work in these last days. We know that the Gospel has to go out into all the world, to every race and nation before the Lord comes. How many thousand live in this very area who have never yet heard the Gospel? We feel like the church in Philadelphia (Revelation 4) which according to the Lord have "a little power." Why a little? We need power like we read about in Acts which can "turn the world upside down." We have already seen a few miracles and a few people converted and we are happy about it. But we long to see greater works.
For this, we need the same foundation the early church had. We need a church founded on the apostles and prophets.

 

3. Teachers. When the apostles and prophets have laid a foundation, the teachers build on it.

Christian teachers do not use the same methods as ordinary school teachers. Jesus is our model Teacher. Jesus chose and called twelve men, and they began to travel with Him. He never built a school building, never held a class. They watched His ministry as He healed the sick, chased the money-changers out of the temple, taught the crowds on the hillsides, confounded the Pharisees, and stilled the storms. When they got a chance, they sat down on the ground and talked over what they had seen.
Fellowship with His disciples is the basis of Jesus' method of teaching. Ordinary teachers come in when there is a class, receive respect from the pupils, give lectures. After class, they go home. Jesus humbled Himself to eat and sleep with His disciples, travelled with them, and became their Friend and Companion. They did not take notes about the meaning of love. They experienced Jesus' love for them minute by minute. Jesus' teaching was done informally by discussion, or question and answer method. His teaching was always practical and adjusted to the level of His disciples' development.
I believe this same method was carried on by the apostles; for it was Jesus' twelve apostles that became the leaders in the first congregation in Jerusalem, and later were scattered everywhere to begin other congregations. Paul trained Timothy, Titus, and others with the same method as Jesus had used, that is, by travelling together in one fellowship on ministry.
In every New Testament congregation, there must be teachers, not to give lectures about the Bible, but to teach as Jesus did, in fellowship, with discussion, question and answer, and, above all, practical experience. The teacher really has to live a sanctified life, because he is teaching by example. When there are new converts, let the teacher gather them together and form a small fellowship in which they can minister to each other, heal the sick, prophesy, and operate the other gifts of the Spirit. When they have experienced the work of the Spirit in the fellowship, disciples and teacher can go out together to minister to others.

 

4. Miracles. From time to time, all people can be used by God to perform miracles. When the land needs rain, we can pray for rain. When there in a destructive storm, we can stop it. All natural disasters can be stopped by a command from believers. We need people with faith to perform miracles in the Lord's Name. All people can perform miracles as needed. There are also individuals in congregations who have a specific ministry of performing miracles.

 

5. Healing. There are people in the congregation whom the Lord wants to use in a ministry of healing. All believers can heal people, but there are those with a special ministry of healing. Let us pray for the Lord to set men and women in all these ministries.

 

6. HeIps. The word diakon in Greek means servant or helper; and the usual word for ministry is diakonia. Jesus said, "Who is greater, he who sits at table or he who serves? Is it not he who is ministered to? But I am among you as one who serves" (diakon). Jesus regarded Himself as lower than His disciples and became their servant.

That was Jesus' attitude; and it should be the attitude of all spiritual ministry. Some people say a young person may not pray for an older person. Why not? Ministry does not mean that someone is higher than the one ministered to, but rather lower. Women can pray for men and minister to them, but may not rule them.
Let us humble ourselves so that we can minister to others in the Spirit. We must realize that we have too little skill in speaking or exhorting. Therefore, we do not use our own words, but God's words. A person who prophesies is not exalting himself, but rather it is the one that wants to minster with his own words who is proud. People with a ministry of healing should not seek fame because of it. They are simply delivering God's gifts to those in need.
Therefore, the proper attitude for every child of God is that of diakonia, serving; but in the congregation, there are those with a special ministry of helping (diakonia). These are people who are always ready to give practical help, humbling themselves to perform simple and lowly functions that others do not want to do or do not have time for. Qualifications for those who wish to serve in this capacity are that they be "full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 6:5).

 

7. Governments. Government in the New Testament congregation is normally in the hands of elders (presbytcroi). When Paul formed a new congregation, he appointed elders to govern that congregation under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. In 1 Timothy 3, we find the qualifications for elders. They must be of good character, a holy life, and able to govern their own households well.

The job of elders is primarily a pastoral one, to govern and teach in the congregation and keep the sheep from going astray. When Paul was in Miletus, he called the elders of the church in Ephesus to meet him for a final exhortation (Acts 19:1 7, 28-31). In these verses, he refers to them, not only as elders, but also as pastors (shepherds) and overseers (bishops). He particularly emphasizes their role as shepherds over the flock of God, to guard, to encourage, and to train.
As the congregation develops teachers, healers, prophets, and other ministers, the elders' primary responsibility is to oversee and set things in order. If problems arise, the elders can help to settle them. When sheep fall or wander as tray, the shepherd goes out and brings them back. The elders themselves need not do all of the ministering, but rather encourage the ministries of all the members of the Body of Christ.
It is likely that each elder will also be anointed by the Spirit for one of the other functions in ministry, such as teaching, healing, evangelism, and the like, but they should not be entrusted with all of these functions. Their major role should be to encourage all the people to develop their own ministries in accordance with the Lord's call to each.
It has apparently been the custom in the Christian Church almost from the beginning that the elders be the ones to officiate at Holy Communion and other sacraments of the Church. In time, the elders came to be called priests, a term which further emphasized their sacramental functions.
Quite early in Church history, the priests and bishops began to be entrusted with most of the ministry of the churches, making the other ministries obsolete. In place of the ministry of the whole Body of Christ, there came to be one bishop per town and one priest per congregation. This has tended to make churches dysfunctional by New Testament standards.
The most suitable place for the preparation of all these ministries is a local congregation. But it must be a congregation in which the Holy Spirit moves freely, where the gifts of the Spirit are in operation, and people learn to walk continually under the guidance of the Spirit. Furthermore, the congregation needs to be ordered according to the New Testament pattern, with all the ministries (apostles, prophets, teachers, and the others) working together.
When a person has been trained in such a fellowship, he can then receive further training by travelling with an experienced minister with one of the foundational ministries. This was the way Paul trained Timothy, Titus, Luke, and others.
With this method, the word of God is written, not in notebooks, but in the heart and in experience. We are going to minister with the word of God which is in our heart, not that which is in our notebook.
The Lord wants us to learn to work together in His Church. There should not be one man who is exalted. Each one has his function and all work together under the leadership of the Holy Spirit.
As all these ministries become re-established in the Church in these last days, Christians will have to learn to submit themselves to each other, and work together well. Let us not act on our own, but realize that we are members of one Body. If we go out to minister, we can be prayed for and sent out by the others. When we come back we can report on the work of God that we have experienced.
Only as these ministries work together can the Church grow to maturity or perfection. We form fellowships in which all the members help and supplement one another. The primary function of the leadership is to equip all the people for the ministries in which the Lord has set them.
But we will not be able to see these New Testament ministries in the Church unless we first experience the gifts of the Spirit and minister in the Spirit. In this atmosphere the Lord can call people to be apostles, prophets, teachers, and other ministries. The Lord Himself will appoint and establish these ministries in His Church.
 
Prophesy
Hear Me, My children. Among you are some that I have called to be apostles, and some to be prophets. Know that I have given you authority, and I will work all things in you and through you, for I have told you that you are My House. You are My chosen ones.
I ask you always to seek My presence and listen to My voice, for I have a definite purpose in your lives. Therefore, I insist on your sanctification. When you eat My flesh and drink My blood, you must always examine yourselves; for My flesh and blood are holy. Receive them in holiness.
I have appointed you to be formed according to My will. When I have formed you, I will equip you with all My weapons, that you may go forth in My might. I have called you first to be strengthened in your faith, and to be built up as My house.
For this reason, I insist also on your obedience to Me. If you are obedient to Me, you will overcome all your trials in My Name. Then I can send you forth into My fields which are ripe.
I will break your hardness of heart. Do you not know that you are My possession? Can I not do as I will with you?
I make you like a river of living water. Be ready for Me to use you. Keep in touch with My purposes; for I come as a thief at night and you do not know the time. Wear all the clothes and the armor that I give you. Do not be naked. For the time has come for men to see the miracles that I will perform through you.
You, whom I have appointed, be faithful. If you fail in the appointment I have given you, though you may have been given a high calling and been respected by your fellow man and felt yourselves rich in faith, yet shall you fall as a star from heaven.
Minister one to another, especially to My servants whom I have equipped and used. Walk humbly and acknowledge your lack. Do not walk according to your own will.
Hold on firmly to My promises. Do not leave the work which I have given you, for your enemy sees all your actions.
I will teach you continually and in detail, for in a moment you can forget My Word and My commissions. Watch, therefore, continually. Do not let the candle flame be put out. Believe in My promises, that you may become perfect in Me.

 



 

Chapter 4
Pure Worship

On the fourth day, the Lord began to set us free from all ways of man. He also promised that He would lead us into the Most Holy Place and teach us a new kind of worship. It may appear that some of the teachings presented in the first three days, are the result of the speakers study and previous understandings. In the days following, the Lord insisted more and more on our hearing only His new revelations.
 
Word of Wisdom
The Lord wants to bring us to a new level of ministering which is not just with the gifts of the Spirit. For the gifts of the Spirit are only in part and only for a specific instant. They are imperfect. In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul admits that our prophecy and knowledge are only in part. For this reason, in these last days, the Lord wants to bring us to a higher level of ministry where we walk continually in the Spirit. He will take us behind the veil to dwell continually in the Most Holy Place. We will experience ministry which is not outside but inside the Most Holy Place.
I do not know how the Lord will do this. Just this day, the Lord is beginning to speak to us about this.
To enter into the Most Holy Place, we have first to pass the Altar of Burnt Sacrifice. We offer ourselves to be crucified. We are baptized in water (the Laver) and baptized in the Holy Spirit (the door of the Tabernacle). With this, we enter into the Holy Place. There we learn to worship and to minister with the gifts of the Spirit. We have already experienced these things. Now the Lord wants to bring us into the Most Holy Place. In this Bible Camp, He wants to prepare us and lead us in.
 
Interpretation of Tongues
O Lord, You have already opened the way to enter the Most Holy Place through the flesh of the Lamb of God who was slain. Thank You for this wonderful calling.
 
Prophecy
All things you see will pass from you; but there is a place where I unite you with My Spirit and teach you. All things may pass, but I appoint you to know the way to enter in. You do not always understand that My Spirit and your spirit must meet. I will acquaint you with My heavenly secrets. Then you will sit forever with Me.
Do not run away from what I am telling you, even if you see all things pass away. I give you this understanding of things to come, that you may not be taken by surprise. I am teaching you to perceive My secrets in your spirit.
Do not be afraid if you see things not yet made perfect, for all things are in My hands and in My plan. Be patient with your state, but expecting to possess all My secrets, which I shall reveal to you. I know that you expect and desire to enter, but it is not yet the time. Your body cannot yet enter in, but with My Spirit united with your spirit, you can see within. I open the way for your spirit to look upon heavenly things until the time when you can enter fully and sit with Me eternally.
 
Prophecy
I want Lo bring you to a place where you see heaven open and you are united with all the angels and joining with them in the heavenly worship. Yield yourselves into My hands. Believe in My promises. Look upon Jesus Whose Body was broken and the veil rent, opening the way to enter into My presence. Come to Me; do not be afraid or the glory. Do not be afraid to be shaken. I will reveal My glory to you. Look upon Jesus in His glory. Sit with Him on the right hand of the father.
 
Prophecy
In that glorious place, no voice of earth can enter. I appoint you to sing spiritual songs and praise in My Spirit. Since no earthly praises can enter, you will shout My victory in psalms. Do not be frightened that My Spirit appoints you to praise in the Spirit, for you are joining with the angels to sing a new song and shout together forever. Do not just accustom yourselves to sing praises that arise from your own minds, for these things will pass.
Let there not be among you any who would hinder the operation of My Spirit. Sometimes you use My anointing according to your own thoughts. I will reveal Myself to you so that you may become perfect before Me. Do not mix your thoughts with My word.
My Spirit is one of order, not of confusion. I will correct you by My Spirit. I am able to keep you in My protection. All the principalities and powers of the air wait to cause confusion in your fellowship. Watch, and walk in My Spirit. Do not give place to the devil. My Word is holy. Ask of Me. Yield your members to Me. I will use you according to My ways.
 
At this moment one of the campers explained a vision in which he saw a big cross in appearance like a minor. In the mirror he saw all the campers looking sad. He wished to know the meaning of this vision. The following prophesy was based on this vision and constituted an explanation of it.
 
Prophecy
My Cross is indeed like a mirror in which you see yourselves as you are. When you look upon My Cross, you see the Savior and the way of salvation, but also you meet the Light of the world which will illuminate all of your life. You will see all that is in you. You will be sad to see what is in you.
But if you will come to Me and humble yourselves at the foot of My Cross, you will be conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus.
I will bring you repeatedly to the Cross to learn the way of the Cross, for this is the way that leads to perfection. Do not oppose the work of My Cross in your lives or run from it. Stand before the Cross; see yourselves in its mirror. Know that My Cross will do a deep work in you.
You have seen all the campers in the mirror of the Cross. Indeed I am bringing you to the Cross. My Word has been operative in your hearts and continues to operate. I am bringing all things to the Light. I am crucifying all that is not of Me. I am perfecting your life, bringing you to maturity where all old attitudes are eliminated and you are conformed to your example, the Lord Jesus.
When you were converted, you began to know about My Cross. You confessed your sins and received forgiveness at the Cross. On the day that I called you to be My servants, you had to crucify all your aspirations and desires and your plans for your life. You accepted My call at the foot of the Cross.
I have asked you to bear the Cross. This means to bear the burdens of others. Here you learn a deeper meaning of the Cross. You have been called to suffer in another's place, to experience what others experience, to suffer with them.
You will learn even deeper meanings of My Cross for I will bring you repeatedly to the Cross to learn of Me.
Do not be afraid to come to the Cross. Do not be afraid to crucify all your desires and aspirations. I will bring you life abundantly. Everything that you sacrifice I will give back many fold. Believe that My Cross is the door that opens up to victory. You must go the Way of the Cross to receive My victory.
 
Teaching: Two Covenants
In 2 Corinthians 3:1-18, Paul compares the Old and New Covenants: the one given to Moses on Mount Sinai, the other by Jesus Christ; the one founded on law and giving knowledge of sin, the other bringing righteousness by the grace of Jesus Christ; the one of the letter, the other according to the Spirit; the one written on tables of stone, the other written in the heart; the one leading to death, the other leading to eternal life; the one which will pass away, the other to last forever.
The Old Covenant was full of the glory of God. Moses had fellowship for forty days with God on the mountain and was given God's love. As he came down with the laws, his face shone so brightly that the Israelites could not stand to look upon it. He had to use a veil so that they would not be blinded.
When we have fellowship with God, there is a glory which can be seen. When people worship in the Spirit, we can see the glow. When Jesus worshiped on the mountain, His disciples saw Him transfigured, glorified, shining. When Moses carne down the mountain, the light of God was visible on his face.
Paul says this was just the glory of the Old Covenant. If we compare the Old Covenant with the New, we feel as though the Old Covenant had no glory at all.
People who have not yet entered this New Covenant cannot stand the glory of God. They require a veil. Verses 13 and 14 say: "not like Moses who put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not see the end of the fading splendour. Their minds were hardened; for to this day, when they read the Old Covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ it is taken away." If a person has not yet been converted and received the Lord Jesus and been baptized in water and the Spirit, he cannot experience the glory of the New Covenant. If that person were to enter a fellowship such as this, he would be afraid. If he heard prophecy, he would be afraid, if he saw miracles, he would be afraid or angry. 
Once I was speaking to a doctor. I asked, "If you saw a miracle in which the Lord instantly healed a broken bone or a cancer, would you believe or not? He said that, if he saw it, he still would not believe. That doctor was not yet born again and could not see the glory of God. There was still a veil, so that he could see with his eyes but not really see anything. He could read the Bible, but could not understand. For this reason, let us not give Bible study to people who are not yet converted. Let us not tell a lot of Bible stories to Sunday School children who are not yet born again. Let us bring them to conversion first. Let them be born of water and the Spirit. Then we can teach them.
Verse 16: "But when a man turns to the Lord, the veil is removed." We become like His disciples who saw Jesus ascend to heaven with His glorified resurrection body. They no longer had a veil, for they knew the Lord Jesus. They could see the glory of God and have fellowship with the glorious God.
When Jesus died on the Cross, the veil in the Temple was torn from top to bottom. We may enter the Most Holy Place and approach the throne of God and all His glory. This is our proper home. Paul says that with Christ we already are seated on the right hand of God the Father in heaven.
Verse 17: "Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom." When we gather like this and worship in the Spirit, we experience freedom. This is our practice for heaven and its worship. We know that in heaven we will receive a new song. We have begun to practice that song; and occasionally as we sing in the Spirit, we see heaven open, and we sing with all the angels before the throne of God.
When Moses came down from the mountain, the Israelites could see a little of God's glory, but we can see it fully, for, in the Spirit, we ascend into the glory of heaven.
One time in a prayer group, a woman told of a vision in which she saw herself climbing a long staircase, dark and broken. At the sides were caves and frightening animals. As she told the vision, all the prayer group began to see the same vision. Way above us, we began to see a little light. If we looked at the staircase and its dangers, it was almost impossible to climb. But, if we looked up, we could climb quickly and easily. Eventually we saw that the light came in through a window. After about an hour, we arrived at the window and saw the New Jerusalem. O, my friends, I cannot describe the glory of that beautiful City, with its towers and the glory of God shining all around. Once in a while, we all catch a glimpse of that glorious City, and our lives are not the same again.
The Lord wants to bring us all into the Most Holy Place where we can see the Lord in His glory, with the veil removed. I believe that if we are really right with God and give up all the hindrances, we can see His glory always.
We often look down ... We have too many other aspirations and desires. We still have our own plans for our lives, But, if we want to let go of all of these and lean entirely on the Lord, the veil will disappear and we will see the King in all His beauty.
Verse 18: "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, as in a mirror are being changed into His likeness from one degree of glory to another." This mirror is very unusual. If I look into an ordinary mirror, I see myself. If you look at it, you see yourself. The picture in the mirror adjusts itself to the one who is looking at it. But the mirror in this verse is even more miraculous, for in this mirror we do not see ourselves, but we see Jesus. As we look at His face in the mirror, our face changes. It is not the picture in the mirror that conforms to us, but we are conformed to the image of Jesus that we see in the mirror. As we look at this mirror day after day, we will be changed into the image of His glory. We are changed to become like Jesus "from one degree of glory to another." Hallelujah.
We know that Our Christian lives are beautiful. The Lord is so good and so wonderful. It is wonderful to know Jesus and have fellowship with Him. But this is just the beginning. Each day will be more glorious yet.
O thank You, Lord, that we may see You in the mirror, and see the glory of God with the veil taken away. O Lord, I believe that this your word has taken away the veil, and Your children will day by day experience more of Your glory in the Most Holy Place.
 
Prophecy
I want to bring you to a level of ministry where you do not lean on your own understanding, but always walk in My Spirit. I want to bring you into the Most Holy Place, where you will come before My throne and see My glory.
Do not go and come, My children. Stay in the Most Holy Pl ace. I will teach you a higher type of ministry. I do not want you to minister anymore with the old ways and understandings, but I bring new things in My Spirit. The Spirit of prophecy is the witness of Jesus. Receive the Spirit of prophecy such as was revealed in My Son Jesus, Who said, "I do not speak My own words, but what I receive from My Father, I give to you."
 
Prophecy
The time of harvest is near. I will use you to harvest My fields. I am preparing you. I wish to preserve My seed which has been planted, and bring it to maturity, ready for harvest. I have shown you a vision of My wheat field, but the wheat has fallen down. I have told you to pick up the fallen stalks and bind several stalks together so that they strengthen each other and can ripen together.
This is your work in these last days. It is not enough just to plant. Take care of My wheat which is nearly ripe, for it is nearly harvest time. Prepare yourselves. Understand the meaning of harvest. Know that harvesting is not like planting. Learn the secrets of the harvest. Learn to care for My fields that My grain may ripen.
Learn the secrets of these last days. I want to use you in continually new ways of ministry. Do not be content with child's play. This is the time for coming to maturity and approaching perfection in your ministry.
 

Chapter 5
Preparation for Entering the Most Holy Place

Beginning at this point, the Lord prepared us to enter the Most Holy Place by teachings, prophecies, and worship in the Spirit.
 
Prophecy
I want to teach you for two more days. I will teach you important new things for facing the days ahead. 
Lay aside your own thoughts and old habits. Attend to me and follow My instructions. I will send down My glory in your midst. Do not worship according to your old habits. I will show you a higher worship in which you will follow My directions and My temple will be built according to My will.
You will see My glory with unveiled face. I have led you out of Egypt and am bringing you into the Promised Land. Do not look back, but rather look forward to see My glory.
 
Teaching: Living in the Most Holy Place
Today the Lord is speaking to us about going into the Most Holy Place where God's glory is revealed. Early this morning, I remembered Exodus 40 which tells of the dedication of the Tabernacle which was set up in the wilderness.
We know that on the mountain, God gave Moses all the directions and measurements for making the Tabernacle and all its furnishings. When he came down from the mountains, Moses commanded it all to be made according to the Lord's specifications. When all was made, the Lord appointed a day for setting up the Tabernacle.
This is a type of our life, our worship, and our work, all of which need to be ordered according to the Lord's directions. 
Usually, when we explain the application of the Tabernacle to our Christian living, we begin with the Gate of the Court. We know that our Christian life begins with Jesus, the "door of the sheep." Then we come to the Altar of Burnt Offering, where we receive forgiveness and deliverance through the sacrifice of Christ, the Lamb of God Who was slain. Then we come to the Laver, which represents our water baptism, where our old nature is buried with Christ and we begin to live anew in His holiness.



 
 
Then we enter the Holy Place by way of a door which represents the baptism in the Holy Spirit. We begin to worship in the Spirit, minister with the gifts of the Spirit, and experience the guidance of the Spirit. We see miracles; and our ministry becomes effective.
Finally, we can enter the Most Holy Place behind the veil; for we know that at the time Jesus died on the Cross, the veil in the Temple was rent from top to bottom, so that we can enter and worship before His throne.
In Christian experience, we begin from the Gate of the Court and enter step by step into the Most Holy Place.
But when Moses erected the Tabernacle, the order was reversed. The Lord told him first to place the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat in the Most Holy Place; then the furnishings of the Holy Place; then the furnishings of the Court, and finally, the Gate.
This morning, I asked the Lord, "Why is this backwards?" He answered, "You have already entered by the Gate and surrendered your life to Me. Your sins have been wiped away and you have received a new life. You have been baptized in the Holy Spirit and entered the Holy Place where you have experienced the power of the Holy Spirit with signs and miracles. You have ministered the Gospel. Now I, the Lord, say to you, 'Enter into the Most Holy Place, that My Spirit may dwell continually with your spirit.
"'Once you have entered the Most Holy Place, you will not again begin from the Gate of the Court; but your dwelling place will be continually in the Most Holy Place. You will live continually in My house. After this, if you go to work for Me, you will always begin from My dwelling place. You will only go out to minister as led by My Spirit. You will go out to the Holy Place to perform miracles and minister to people in the power of My Spirit. You will often go out to offer something upon the Altar of Burnt Sacrifice. You will repeatedly be reminded of Jesus' Sacrifice, and I will often bring you to His Cross, that the Cross may be applied more deeply in your lives.
"'I will even lead you out of the Gate to go to and fro in the world seeking lost souls. You will bring these souls into My House. You will lead them home through the Gate, past the Altar of Burnt Sacrifice, the Laver. They will experience the Cross and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. You will bring them into the Holy Place and even to the Most Holy Place to experience worship in My presence.'"
The Lord speaks to you now: "I have gathered you here to experience living in My Most Holy Place. The Most Holy Place will become your dwelling place. You will be established there. From there, I will send you out to find those to whom you are to minister."
 
Prophecy
This is My secret which I give you: the hope of My kabod (My glory). You have sought this and I open it before you, that you may walk in that Light. You will go out and come in to My Most Holy Place, and My kabod will become as a spring within you. The Most Holy Place will be your dwelling place. But remember that in My Most Holy Place, you may not mix in any of your own will or desires. It is the place of My perfection. I am bringing you in by My Spirit.
 
Prophecy
Establish this My calling in your heart. Often I weep over you, My children, because you lose your sanctification and cannot remain in My Holy Place. You must abide continually in My holiness.
 
Prophecy
I am bringing you into My presence. Abide in My rest. Do not think about things to come. Walk in My Spirit, surrendering your heart and your thoughts to Me. If you do not leave your own thoughts and will, you cannot abide in My rest and My holiness. Be filled with My Spirit that you may abide in My presence. Enter into My rest.
 
Prophecy
I will teach you more deeply about My holiness, so that in everything you do, you will be aware that your home is in My Most Holy Place. I will reveal My glory to you as I revealed it in the Tabernacle.
Too often, you leave My fellowship and are influenced by this world. You do not understand My holiness. I exhort you to stay in My Most Holy Place. Therefore, do not live in adultery with the things of this world. Stay in the Most Holy Place, where you may find rest and sit continually in My presence. I will teach you and you will see Me in your midst.
 
Teaching: God's Laws
[The following teaching was brought by a young man who had just been born of water and the Spirit. He did not really understand what he was saying. The resulting teaching is somewhat rough, but we include it here because it really did say what God wanted said at that moment.]
Here we are being brought into the Most Holy Place. But before we enter the Most Holy Place we have to enter the Holy Place. I see a picture of the Tabernacle. In the Most Holy Place is written: JUDGE. In the Holy Place, is written: LAW. But there are two kinds of laws. Before we enter the Holy Place (in the Court) is also written: LAW.
The Judge is the just God. In the Holy Place are five laws. Outside in the Court, before we enter the Holy Place, there are seven laws which are given to all of us.
The seven laws of God in the Court are found in Proverbs 6:16-19 as follows: "There are six things which the Lord hates, seven which are an abomination to him:
1. Haughty eyes.
2. A lying tongue.
3. Hands that shed innocent blood.
4. A heart that devises wicked plans.
5. Feet that make haste to run to evil.
6. A false witness that breathes out lies.
7. A man who sows discord among brothers."
If we believe in the Lord Jesus, these laws have to be done away – if not, we surely cannot meet the Just God, or come before the Righteous Judge.
If we get rid of these seven Laws in the Court, we enter the Holy Place, where we meet five other Laws:

1. Opportunity to be free from the old life. If we enter the Holy Place, surely old things must pass away.
2. The day of decision has come. If we enter the Holy Place, the Lord's decision is clearly manifested. Unless the Lord determines it, we cannot even enter the Holy Place. In this world, if we do not wait for the Lord's decision, how can we hope to enter the Holy Place. We have to wait for a command from Him. (If we want to eat lunch, we have to wait for the call from the staff first).
3. Our decision. When we hear His invitation, then we make our decision to enter.
4. Alive or dead. It is already determined by the Lord that if we live, we surely will enter the Holy Place. If we are dead, we have to go back again.
5. Together with the Lord. If we live, we are with the Lord. If we are dead, we are not with the Lord.

 



 
So in these last days when the Lord comes, we will be changed in the twinkling of an eye so that we enter the Most Holy Place to meet the Just God, the Judge, who weighs our sins. It is He who determines which of us can enter the Most Holy Place.
If we enter the Most Holy Place, do we just do nothing? No. We will surely be given work. If we join ourselves to a man, we are given work. If we join ourselves to the Lord, surely we will be given work. This is spiritual work for the Lord is Spirit and we always walk in the Spirit. If we are still in the natural state, how can we hope to enter the Most Holy Place? There are three kinds of work that the Lord gives us in the Most Holy Place:

1. Worship in the Spirit. If we enter the Most Holy Place, we will not worship the Lord in natural ways, but in the Spirit. We are already formed like the Lord. If we are already formed like the Lord and the Lord is a Spirit, surely our worship must be in the Spirit. We have to walk in the Spirit.
2. Reveal His radiance. If we walk in the Spirit, and enter the Most Holy Place, we will give light to our brethren who are still in this world. This light must be restored to people who are still in the world, so that they too may be enlightened and enter with us into the Most Holy Place.
3. Glorify the Name of the Lord. If someone wants to enter the Most Holy Place, but does not glorify the Lord, he cannot be received. We are already being taught to live in this world so as to glorify the Lord's Name. If we have already passed first, second, and third grade, we still have to learn more. If we enter the Most Holy Place with God, surely we will be taught to praise and glorify the Lord's Name, because it is the Lord who gives us our food.

If we do not fulfil all the Laws in the Court and the Holy Place, we cannot enter the Most Holy Place. But, if we have already entered the Most Holy Place and already walk in the Spirit, and then turn back to the old life, we will surely go to hell. If we truly follow the Lord's teaching, we will enter the Most Holy Place.
 
Prophecy
Observe all My word which I have given you. Do not receive My word with your emotions or weigh it with your mind. I will write My teaching on the tablets of your heart, and will bring it to remembrance in your thoughts and life. You can only receive My word humbly by faith. You have seen, heard, and felt My glory, but know this, that this is just the beginning or a shadow of the preparation you will experience in the future. When the time comes, you will see for yourselves. Not only will you see My Radiance, but My Radiance will flow out from you. Know this that I have prepared My Radiance and My glory for you who desire My perfection.
Remember these things. I require your obedience to all the commands of My Spirit.
 
Teaching: Beholding the Glory of the Lord

1Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power."
2And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves; and he was transfigured before them, 3and his garments became glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses; and they were talking to Jesus. 5And Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is well that we are here; let us make three booths, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah." 6For he did not know what to say, for they were exceedingly afraid. 7And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, "This is my beloved Son; listen to him." 8And suddenly looking around they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.
9And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of man should have risen from the dead. Mark 9:1-9

Verse 1: The Lord Jesus tells us that there are people who will not taste death before they see the Kingdom of God coming in power. This has already been experienced by Enoch and Elijah and will be experienced by others, presumably including us.
In 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, 17, it is explained that at the second coming of Jesus, those who have died in the Lord will arise and those who a re left here will be taken up alive (not taste death). The way to this victory is described in the verses that follow.
Verse 2: The Lord Jesus invites three of His disciples to climb a mountain where they see Him transfigured and His clothing white and glistening. This has deep meaning concerning Who Jesus is.
After six days. Why did Jesus take this time? He let six days go by and on the seventh day, Jesus with three disciples climbed the mountain. The number six is the number of man. The number seven represents divine perfection (or Sabbath rest). The Lord also calls us to let six days go by. He wants us to let go of all our humanness so that we may be worthy to be shown higher things. What is this humanness?

	Our egoism (pride) which often arises in our lives without our realizing it. We sometimes think it is I that am doing things, not: the Lord. This attitude has to be crucified.

	Our angers, hatreds, desire of praise. Often we want to be praised and regard others as lower than us. These human attitudes have to be eliminated before we can enter the seventh day (the day of God's rest).


What is this rest? Read Isaiah 28: 11, 12. People who have been filled with the Spirit (and speak in tongues) have ceased from using their own minds and their own wisdom, and have entered into God's rest.
Another example is given in Exodus 24:15, 16. When Moses was up on Mount Sinai, he saw the mountain covered with clouds for six days. On the seventh day, the Lord called from inside the mountain. The Lord wanted Moses' old attitudes and his humanness to be eliminated during those six days. Only on the seventh day, as he entered the rest, was Moses worthy to be called by God.
Thus it is clear that for us to meet God personally and see His glory, we have to lose our humanness and our ego has to be smashed. We need to stop following our own thoughts so that our life can be controlled by God's Spirit. It is no longer we who live, but Christ in us (Galatians 2:20).
Three disciples (Peter, James, and John). Why did the Lord invite only three disciples to climb the mountain with Him? The number three indicates divinity. The Lord only invites those who partake of the divine nature to receive the deep secrets that we do not yet know. Therefore, we too need the divine nature in our lives so that we also may be shown new things.
A high mountain. When we have been delivered from our humanness, and have put on the divine nature, the Lord wants to invite us to climb a mountain with Him. What mountain is this? It is God's Holy Mountain. The Lord wants our holiness to be brought lip to the peak. As we go up the mountain of God's holiness, the Lord Jesus Himself leads us. We have only to follow Him and do as He docs, just as the three disciples went with Jesus to the peak.
It is not easy to climb a mountain. The path is often narrow and full of rocks, or slippery and treacherous. We can easily stumble and fall. But we are fortunate if we have a Guide who knows the area and is experienced in climbing. With such a Guide, we are not afraid of going astray or encountering danger. We simply follow the Guide until we reach the top.
This was the way of the disciples with Jesus. This must also be the way with us who wish to climb God's Holy Mountain. The path is difficult and full of obstacles. We can easily slip and fall into sin. The path is narrow and we dare not give place to our fleshly desires. What must we do? We follow behind Jesus, always taking Him as our Guide, doing as He does.
How can we always know what He is doing? We can grow in understanding by reading and meditating on the scriptures. Even more we must stay close to Him Who is the living Word. We must be prepared to bear all kinds of difficulties for the sake of being able to climb His Holy Mountain. As we climb, we must be sanctified in spirit, soul, and body (1 Thessalonians 5:33). First our spirit is sanctified, then the soul, and finally the body. The sanctification begins from within.
A place apart. Can this holiness become a friend of the world? Certainly not! Sanctification is separation from the world. The Lord takes us to "a place apart." This does not mean that we have to be separated from the people in this world, but separated from all worldly attitudes. What is the meaning of apart? Apart means: separate (or different) from others; of a different origin from others. It may mean unusual or strange. The Lord wants us to fulfil these definitions in the spiritual sense.

	We are different from others in this world. Our actions, our speech, our habits, and our way of life are different.

	We must realize that we are not of this world. We are here only as pilgrims on a temporary basis. Our true nationality is in heaven. We do not follow the customs of this world or follow worldly ways.

	We will be regarded as strange by worldly people. We are often scoffed at, but many will respect us. What is this strangeness? We are always radiant, at peace, full of joy, praising the Lord day and night.


In short, our ways are not the ways of this world, and do not follow the patterns of natural man.
Verse 3. Suddenly Jesus' clothes became very white like the light of the noonday sun or white as snow. There is a verse which says that "though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be whiter than snow" (Isaiah 1:18). If a sinner comes to know the Lord Jesus he becomes holy and pure as snow. The Lord Jesus wants to bring us to a perfect holiness, that is, holiness of body, soul, and spirit. It is also said that no fuller on earth could bleach clothes like Jesus' clothes at that moment. This means that men cannot imitate or produce this kind of holiness. This holiness does not come from this world. It can only be received as the Lord's grace.
Verse 4. Moses and Elijah came down and talked with Jesus. We see here two groups:

1. The group that was in the glory of God (Jesus, Moses, and Elijah).
2. The group that was afraid and shaking (Peter, James, and John).

Here are three persons of God united with three persons of men. This is the fellowship of the Lord's Church with the Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, and with the saints in heaven. The Bride is being brought into fellowship with her Husband. It is we who are becoming the Bride. If we want to be united with the Lord Jesus as His Bride, let us prepare ourselves by the steps indicated above. With this, we too can climb the Holy Mountain and enter into fellowship with the glorified Christ.
Verse 5. Peter said he wanted to build three booths on the mountain for Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. We too must make three booths for the Person of God in our lives.

	Let us give place to Jesus in our spirit.

	Let us give place to Jesus in our soul.

	Let us give place to Jesus in our body.


So that our whole life is encompassed in the divine nature. Let Christ be revealed within us and through us.
Verse 6. The disciples were much afraid. This may remind us of ourselves. Many Christians are afraid to enter into the Lord's sanctification. They are afraid to lose something by accepting His holiness. They are afraid they can not longer fulfil their own worldly desires and lusts. Even more, we may fear to experience the fullness of God's glory.
Verse 7. A cloud overshadowed them. A cloud in scripture often indicates the immediate presence of God the Father. A voice came out of the cloud speaking to the disciples saying, "This is My beloved Son, hear Him." This Voice also speaks to us, bidding us to follow the pattern Jesus has shown us.
Verse 8. When the disciples opened their eyes, there remained Jesus only with them. We must from henceforth live for Jesus only and hear His Voice only.
Verse 9. This event was not to be told to anyone before Jesus arose from the dead. But now the Lord Jesus has already risen. Therefore, this is the time for this news to be proclaimed. It must be proclaimed to us who live in these last days, that we may be prepared as the Bride of our Lord Jesus at His second coming. This also indicates our ministry to proclaim the Lord's glory to all people.
We will abandon our human attitudes and enter God's rest, that God Himself may work through our lives. Our holiness must reach the peak that we may attain to the perfection of Christ.
Happy is the man who hears the Word of God and does it.
 
Prophecy
This is the sixth day that I have been leading you up My Holy Mountain. As My Son Jesus was glorified and His clothing changed, and the glory of heaven was revealed in Him, so also My glory will be revealed in you who are faithfully climbing My Holy Mountain. Those who truly meet Me on My Holy Mountain, that is, those who humbly empty themselves and release every natural human attitude, they will receive My glory and My radiance. Let My holiness be perfected in you.
For these six days, My word has been working in your hearts to sanctify and perfect your lives. Your lives have been changed by My word. Remember the changes I have made in your hearts. Persevere one day more that My work may be perfected in your lives. Persevere to the top to see My glory.
 
Word of Wisdom
Four men climbed the Holy Mountain. One entered into the glory; three did not. The One came with love and faith to have fellowship with His heavenly Father. Why did three not see My glory? Because they cowered in fear. In their fright they could not look upon My glory.
There are still some among you who are afraid. Therefore I cannot yet reveal My glory to you. But with My love, your fear can be removed.
Listen to Me, My children. Pray for each other. I will put away all the fear and doubt. Remember that perfect love casts out fear. Bring My love to your brethren who are still afraid or doubting. Minister to each other in My love.
After this, there followed a time of personal ministry one to another in the love of Jesus.
 
Teaching: Abiding in Holiness
We know that we are fallen men; but God has returned us to our former estate. He has given His own holiness in our lives and we must continue in holiness for He is holy. He wants His holiness to shine out through us.
What is the meaning of holiness? The Lord wants to take away all our old nature, such as anger, lying, and the like. He wants to give us a part of His nature. I want to give an easily understood example: When we consider a small branch of a tree, such as an apple or pear tree, that branch has the same character as the tree though it is a small part of the tree. So we have a part in the same character as God, although as a small part of Him. Our love, power, and goodness are limited compared with God; but God wants His very nature to shine forth through us. He wants to do away with every attitude that is not pleasing before Him.
"All we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned everyone to his own way; but the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6). We are all the Lord's sheep, but we can be astray or lost. Why? Because we turn back to our own ways. He gives us the Cross that we may be aware of ourselves as we are, and realize all the lacks in our lives. We need the presence and leading of the Lord that day today to live more deeply with the Lord and walk in His holiness, not only at this moment but always. Obedience to the Lord's Spirit leads to holiness. The Lord gives us His holiness that we may be able to enter into the Most Holy Place.
For this reason, the Lord brings us to the Cross, not only when we first believe or die to sin; but Paul says: "I am crucified to the world and the world to me." This is what is able to bring us into perfect holiness. The Lord gives us victory in our innermost being. We are given power to live holy lives. This is not with our own strength, but only by the Lord's grace and mercy, which is able to help us. The Lord's life becomes our life.
 
Word of Wisdom: Preparation for Holy Communion

For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Colossians 1:19, 20

Maybe some of you have questions in your hearts about what we have experienced this evening. But I believe all these things are for the outworking of God's perfection in us.
Let us not see with our natural eyes and feel with our natural emotions, but with the eyes of the Spirit and the feelings of the Spirit. Maybe at this moment there are imperfections in our fellowship; but the Lord wants to perfect our lives, so that we can receive His will and His secrets that He promises to us.
Before we receive His Body and Blood, the Lord requires one thing further in our hearts. How can we know His peace in our hearts if we are still using our natural sight, and feelings, and thoughts? Let us not examine one another and decide, 'This one is walking in the Spirit; that one is not." The Lord insists on peace and perfection in each of our hearts.
We will correct ourselves individually as we confront His Body and Blood. The Lord says that in this Holy Communion we are brought into fellowship with every other believer, not only the Christians in this world, but also those who have already been called home. We will here experience the Lord's peace.
 
Prophecy
Only because of the pouring out of My Blood, can you be united with Me. Remember and commemorate My broken Body and poured out Blood. Prepare your hearts to receive My Body and Blood as a remembrance in your lives. Only by My Blood may you enter My Holy Place.
 
Then followed the Holy Communion.
 
Teaching: Walking in the Spirit
Frequently these days, the Lord has told us to walk in the Spirit. We need to understand what is meant by walking in the Spirit. Walking in the Spirit involves two things:

1. Praying in the Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 14:2, we read that "he who speaks in tongues does not speak to men but to God. In the Spirit, he utters mysteries." When we speak in tongues, we are praying and uttering mysteries in the Holy Spirit. In verse 4 we read that he who speaks in tongues edifies himself. If we pray continually in the Spirit, that is, in tongues, our spirits are built up and brought on to perfection. In Isaiah 28:11, it is explained that speaking in tongues is God's rest. We enter into His rest because our members are yielded to His Spirit. It we continue to pray in tongues, we enter more and more into His rest. Our faith is built up, and our spirits are united with His Spirit. This is the first step in walking in the Spirit.
2. Obedience. Praying in the Spirit keeps us on the Lord's wave length so that we can hear His voice and it keeps us equipped with His wisdom and strength. So, if we hear Him telling us to do something, we can do it. We do not want to try to carry out His instructions according to our own ability or wisdom but according to the guidance of the Spirit. If the Lord wants us to prophesy, let us prophesy. If He wants us to teach, let Him teach through us. If He wants us to sit still, let us sit. If He wants us to go and pray for a sick person, let us go and pray as He directs. Everything He tells us to do, we do.

We need to walk in the Spirit twenty-four hours a day. We can pray continually in the Spirit. When the Spirit directs us to do something, we obey.

 

Prophecy
Behold, My children, from My throne in heaven flows a great river, the river of My Spirit, giving life to all things on its banks. Yield yourselves to the current of the river of life that flows from beneath My throne. That river of life, which is My Spirit, will carry you where I will. Everywhere you will bring people to life, quicken them, and bring them into My presence. Yield yourself to that river of life. If you relax and flow with this river, you will bring life and ministry to My children everywhere.
I invite you to climb My Holy Mountain. There you will meet the Lord Jesus and see His face. You will go down bearing His radiance. As Moses' face shone, so also shall My light shine in your lives.
My children, I long to bring My churches into My holiness. Most of My churches are still living in the outer Court. They have not yet entered the Holy Place, let alone the Most Holy Place.
Remember that I am corning to receive a Holy Bride, without spot or wrinkle. I call you to tell and teach My children to enter My Most Holy Place.
Minister with love. Let the light be manifested with love. Look for My sheep who are not yet alive. Bring them to My glory. This is My command for you. Prepare yourselves this day. I will perfect your dedication to enter into My glory.

 
Chapter 6
Entering the Most Holy Place

On the last day of the Camp (Sunday, December 6, 1970), we entered into the Most Holy Place, where we experienced an unusual peace from the Lord. The words which follow cannot give an adequate picture of that experience, for much of the time, we were lost in the wonder of worship in the Spirit or engulfed in a holy hush in which there was no sound at all.
 
Bible Reading
The meeting began with the reading of Revelation, Chapters 4 and 5 in which is described the worship and praises in heaven.
 
Word of Wisdom
Let us come into the presence of God to worship Him who sits upon the throne. Let us magnify Him and worship Him in His Most Holy Place. He will teach us a new song to glorify His Name. He wants us to join in the heavenly chorus of angels before His throne.
After this, we sang in the Spirit with psalms and spiritual songs for over a half hour.
 
Teaching
When Jesus was crucified, all our sins and all our pride, all our hatred of our brethren, all the attractive things that we seek outside of Jesus were crucified with Him. If we look carefully at all the things that He has crucified in us, we see that they are all as refuse. All our sicknesses, sufferings, and sorrows are also crucified with him.
At the moment that Jesus was dying, He said, "it is finished." Then He cried with a loud voice and yielded up His spirit to the Father. Even at that moment, there were people who rose from the graves and walked in Jerusalem. This will happen again when Jesus comes again and we are taken up in the clouds to meet Him. At that moment, all our loved ones in this world and also those who have already died in the Lord will be raised together and welcome the Lord Jesus as He comes.
 
Prophecy
You already know that My ways are very different from yours. You know, also, that you have to bear the Cross if you want to follow Me. 
But, are you happy with My ways? I want you to follow Me gladly. I love you very much. I know what you need in your lives in order to grow spiritually. Know that your troubles are only for a short time and My glory is forever. Accept everything I give you and everything I allow to happen in your lives, including your temptations and difficulties, with joy in the Spirit. Know that in all these My Name will be glorified. I will give you total victory.
Learn to be a pilgrim in this world which is full of sorrow, remembering that your citizenship is in heaven. Maintain fellowship with Me in your heavenly home, for in Christ Jesus I have already raised you up and seated you on My right hand.
Rejoice with all the angels before Jesus' throne. I love you. This is your home. See how small all your problems look way down below you. Look down from heaven. See My victory.
 
Prophecy
The time approaches for you to enter into My rest. Do not remember your past experiences. All your griefs are wiped away in My presence. Remember My Word. At this moment I am pleased to bring you into My rest. Look upon My glory.
Do not doubt or be afraid. l want you at this moment to know My glory and My peace. Therefore, do not do anything outside of My guidance. Be quiet before Me and sense My presence.
 
Bible Reading

If you then have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. Colossians 3:1-4

 
Prophecy
My children, see My Cross before you. Are you ready to suffer with Me? There are still many among you who do not see My Glory, but I will reveal My glory to you. When I stand on My Holy Hill with My Son, Who has conquered sorrow, then every eye will behold My glory. And they will see My children whom I have bought with My own Blood; for My children have also borne My Cross with Me.
To all of you whom I have chosen, I will give strength to bear all troubles and temptations which come upon you. Then you will sit with Me in My glory.
 
At this moment, one of the Campers began to weep because she saw Jesus before her on the Cross. The following prophecy was directed especially at her, but it applies to all as well.
 
Prophecy
Do not be startled as you look on Me. I am showing you My suffering so that you will understand. You will also experience what I have experienced. You will suffer with Me. Therefore, I show you all My suffering, that seeing My suffering, you too may be able to withstand your own sufferings, and receive the victory with Me and enter with Me into My glory.
He who is not willing to suffer with Me does not belong to Me. I show you My suffering that you may know My purpose for you.
 
Prophecy
Before long, a time of trouble is coming. If you do not receive My glory, you will not be able to stand the trouble that is coming on the earth. Therefore, right now, seek My light and My glory, holding fast to My Cross. If you let go of My Cross, you will be destroyed in the time of trouble. I allow times of trouble to come to you all. But he who holds firmly to My Cross and receives My light and glory, he will be able to rise above all the troubles.
I have been teaching you for several days about My eternal rest, that is, entering My Most Holy Place. But do not experience these things only in Bible Camp. Continue to seek these things until I come again.
Do not doubt. I am your God; I am your Savior; I am your soul's Friend. Hold on firmly to My word which I have given you.
 
Prophecy
My way is the way of the Cross. There is no other way that leads to the Father. You are often afraid and do not follow My way. But only by the Cross, I will be able to perfect you. So do not be afraid to suffer. Do not be afraid to follow Me.
Wilderness, jungles, and dark nights are all about you. I will send you down from this mountain to bear My burdens. But be of good courage, for I am able to overcome all your problems and struggles.
You will be tried by your enemy. The devil will try to lead you often into other roads, but they are dead-ended. You must be careful because these ways lead to destruction. Sometimes these wrong paths seem to give you safety, satisfaction, and benefits. But humble yourselves and walk the way of the Cross. Your path is still far, but I will not leave you or forget you.
Continue on the road that leads to My Cross. There you will experience the fellowship of My sufferings. Whoever is willing to suffer with Me will inherit the same glory I have received from My Father. Therefore, do not be afraid to bear My Cross. I often test your love and your faithfulness. I plant My Cross in your heart. Deny yourselves and bear My Cross each day.
Sometimes you become discouraged in the middle of the road because you begin to look to the right and the left and see the difficulties and the dangers, the problems and the confusion around you. Deny yourselves. Happy is he who suffers persecution for My sake.
 
Prophecy
Do not be deceived into thinking some other road is the way of My Cross. There are ways that are regarded as the way of the Cross, but are not. They are only shadows. Things you suffer because of your own deeds are not My Cross. Do not be fooled by problems in your own life, thinking that these are My Cross. You often think that your disappointments, annoyances, confusion, and inner struggles are a Cross. These are not My Cross. Maybe your loved one is suffering and seemingly cannot be released. This is not My Cross.
My Cross is suffering for My Name. My Cross means bearing the burdens of My people for My Name's sake. My Cross is being hated for My Name's sake and My righteousness' sake. My Cross is being still, not fighting back, not being offended, though you are scoffed at or spit upon. You will sometimes suffer this at the hands of My own children. Remember that I Myself was crucified by My own people. My Cross is loving, when you suffer loss, even at the hands of your loved ones.
Therefore, keep on going. You have not yet come to My Cross. My Cross is still far ahead of you. You have not yet really learned to suffer for My sake. You still seek your own comfort. This is why you are often fooled and suffer things which are not really My Cross.
If you know My Cross, although great burdens or persecution come upon you, you will count it all joy, as My Son Jesus fulfilled His work on the Cross with joy.
In fact, My Cross is a suffering which is full of joy. It is not weeping and gnashing of teeth. See all My messengers. When they suffer for Me, they do it with great joy in their souls.
My Cross brings Resurrection. My Cross produces power and glory.
Throw away all the false crosses. Lift up My Cross. Suffer loss for My Name's sake.
I will work in your hearts day by day. Be quiet before Me. Every overcomer bears My Cross joyfully. I prepare the crown of life and the glory of My Father for you. You will experience the Cross in degrees according to the strength I give you for bearing it. Do not be afraid. I will not try you more than your strength.
 
Word of Wisdom
Revelation 8:1: "And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour."
Earlier we read chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation where we heard about the heavenly worship and the book with the seals that needed to be opened. Then, as the seals were opened, many tribulations came upon the earth. But in Revelation 8:1, we read that at the opening of the seventh seal, everything was calm, silent in heaven about a half hour. After that, seven angels were given trumpets ready to blow, proclaiming the last judgments and preparing the second coming of the Lord.
I believe the Lord wants to bring us now to the quietness where we are still before Him and do not do anything at all. This is the atmosphere of the Most Holy Place.
Perhaps these days we have been thinking that in the Most Holy Place we would experience great joy so that we would leap and shout and praise the Lord. But this evening we enter into the Most Holy Place and we find not an exuberance of praise but rather the peace of God which surpasses understanding or imagining.
The Cross has crucified our thoughts, our wills, even our praises, so that we do not dare to do anything al all. The presence of the Lord is so holy, so awesome that we are not bold to set forth anything that is not directly from the Lord.
 
Prayer
We come to You, Lord, and we stand in Your Holy Place. We know your presence. We know an extraordinary peace and quiet. Lord, speak to us in the stillness.
 
Word of Wisdom
Let us all be quiet before the Lord, and just enjoy His sweet presence.
 
After a very long period of time in which no one moved and no sound was heard, the Word of Wisdom was continued:
 
But from this Place we may go out briefly to minister to people and deliver a word from the Lord. We always come back into this rest. Let us continue in the atmosphere of God's rest. If the Lord moves us to minister, we will step forth for a moment to minister with the words and actions the Lord gives us, and then quickly return to the Most Holy Place.
I believe several people are going to be used now to minister to each other in the love of Christ. For this ministry, you can go forth briefly as the Lord leads. Then come back into this rest. This means that we can start praying for each other and delivering the word of God to one another as the Lord leads.
 
After this, people quietly ministered to each other in the Spirit for a considerable length of time, still in that awesome quiet.
 
Word of Wisdom
Here we meet face to face with the Lord Jesus. We speak with Him and He speaks with us. The Lord Jesus Himself ministers to us and teaches us to receive His ministry. He gives us food and drink. How delightful and refreshing is this food and drink He gives us.
 
Then we partook of the heavenly food and drink of the Holy Communion together.
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